Grade 5 Sample Test Prompt

Conventions

Imagine atrain that could take you anywhere on Earth! Y ou h ave aticket in your
hand for atrip that can make stops at three places.

Write a story about what happens from the time you get on the train until it returns
to your hometown.

Y our writing should:
e Haveastory line with clear sequence.
e Use descriptive words and phrases.
e Have well-developed characters.

e Describe the setting.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.
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AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

CONVENTIONS

6

The writing demonstrates exceptionally strong control of
standard writing conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling,
capitalization, paragraph breaks, grammar and usage) and uses
them effectively to enhance communication. Errors are so few
and so minor that the reader can easily skim right over them
unless specifically searching for them. The writing is
characterized by

strong control of conventions; manipulation of conventions
may occur for stylistic effect.

strong, effective use of punctuation that guides the reader
through the text.

correct spelling, even of more difficult words.

paragraph breaks that reinforce the organizational
structure.

correct grammar and usage that contribute to clarity and
style.

skill in using awide range of conventions in a sufficiently
long and complex piece.

little or no need for editing.

5

The writing demonstrates strong control of standard writing
conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling, capitalization,
paragraph breaks, grammar and usage) and uses them
effectively to enhance communication. Errors are so few and
so minor that they do not impede readability. Thewritingis
characterized by

strong control of conventions.

effective use of punctuation that guides the reader
through the text.

correct spelling, even of more difficult words.
paragraph breaks that reinforce the organizational
structure.

correct capitalization; errors, if any, are minor.
correct grammar and usage that contribute to clarity and
style.

skill in using awide range of conventionsin a
sufficiently long and complex piece.

little need for editing.

4

The writing demonstrates control of standard writing
conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling, capitalization,
paragraph breaks, grammar and usage). Minor errors,
while perhaps noticeable, do not impede readability. The
writing is characterized by

e control over conventions used, although awide range
is not demonstrated.

e  correct end-of-sentence punctuation, internal
punctuation may sometimes be incorrect.

e gpelling that isusually correct, especially on common
words.

e  hasicaly sound paragraph breaks that reinforce the
organizationa structure.

e correct capitalization; errors, if any, are minor.
occasional lapsesin correct grammar and usage;
problems are not severe enough to distort meaning or
confuse the reader.

e  moderate need for editing.

3

The writing demonstrates limited control of standard writing
conventions (e.g., punctuation, spelling, capitalization,
paragraph breaks, grammar and usage). Errors begin to impede
readability. Thewriting is characterized by

some control over basic conventions; the text may be too
simple to reveal mastery.

end-of-sentence punctuation that is usually correct;
however, internal punctuation contains frequent errors.
spelling errors that distract the reader; misspelling of
common words occurs.

paragraphs that sometimes run together or begin at
ineffective places.

capitalization errors.

errorsin grammar and usage that do not block meaning but
do distract the reader.

significant need for editing.

2

The writing demonstrates little control of standard writing
conventions. Frequent, significant errors impede readability.
The writing is characterized by

little control over basic conventions.

many end-of-sentence punctuation errors; internal
punctuation contains frequent errors.

spelling errors that frequently distract the reader;
misspelling of common words often occurs.
paragraphs that often run together or begin in ineffective
places.

capitalization that is inconsistent or often incorrect.
errorsin grammar and usage that interfere with
readability and meaning.

substantial need for editing.

1

Numerous errorsin usage, spelling, capitalization, and
punctuation repeatedly distract the reader and make the
text difficult to read. In fact, the severity and frequency of
errors are so overwhelming that the reader finds it difficult
to focus on the message and must reread for meaning. The
writing is characterized by

e very limited skill in using conventions.

e  hasic punctuation (including end-of-sentence
punctuation) that tends to be omitted, haphazard, or
incorrect.

o frequent spelling errors that significantly impair
readability.

e  paragraph breaksthat may be highly irregular or so
frequent (every sentence) that they bear no relation to
the organization of the text.

e  capitalization that appears to be random.

e aneed for extensive editing.
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 1
Writing- -
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Scor e point 1 -- Numerous errors in usage, spelling, capitalization, and pun ctuation
distract the reader. The writer shows very limited skill in using conventions. There are
frequent spelling errors that significantly impair readability (Friand’s for friend’s,
What for went, bak for back, and indistinguishable words such as thin, fiet, Icihed)
and aneed for extensive editing.
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o Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 2A
Writing—
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 2B

Writing :
FINAL COPY
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Score point 2 -- The writer has limited control over basic conventions.
Capitalization isinconsistent or often incorrect . Misspelling of common
words occur (tack for take, Thoese for these or those, bild for build). Thereis
asubstantial need for editing.
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 3A

Writing —
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 3B

Writing
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Score point 3 -- The paper shows a limited control of standard writing
conventions; however, errors do begin to impede readability . Errorsin
grammar and usage do not block meaning but do distract the reader (“arrive
to” and “What places she will stop on”).
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 4A

Writing
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 4B

Writing

FINAL COPY
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| Scorepoint 4 -- Minor errors do not impede readability . The writer has

control over conventions used, although awide range is not demonstrated .
| The writing demonstrates correct end-of-sentence punctuation, but internal
1 punctuation may sometimes be incorrect. Thereis only a moderate need for

1 editing. i
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 5

Writing
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Score point 5 -- The writing demonstrates strong use of writing standard
conventions. The writer exhibits effective use of punctuation that guides the
reader through the text. Errors are so few and minor (“Sorry” we both said
together.) that they do not impede readability . Paragraph breaks reinforce the
organizational structure.
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 6A

Writing
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Grade 5 Writing Conventions — Score Point 6B

Writing

FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 6 -- The writing demonstrates exceptionally strong control of standard
conventions. Thereis strong, effective use of punctuation, especially in dialogue,
that guides the reader through the text. The writer has skill in using a wide range
of conventionsin asufficiently long piece. Paragraph breaks reinforce the
organizational structure. Thereis little need for editing.
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